MINUTES OF

YARKHILL PARISH MEETING

Held 8th November 2016 at Yarkhill Village Hall

Present:  Councillor Tom Misselbrook,  Councillor Chrissie Dobson, Councillor Sarah Daw, Councillor Ian Carr Councillor Hazel Walter, Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester and clerk Sallyanne Batchelor.  
8 members of the public were present.
1.
Apologies received from Councillor Roy Cox.
2.
There were no Declarations of Interest or requests for Dispensation.

3.
The Minutes of the Parish Meeting on 22nd September 2016 were approved and signed.


4.
Open Session

4.1 
Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester updated the meeting on local and county news.  Weston Beggard has received approval for its Neighbourhood Plan referendum.  The majority of the community (77 for and 7 against) voted for the Plan.  
At a Cabinet Meeting on 3rd November, one part of which was to do with the Corporate Budget and Performance Report for 2016, going into a lot more detail as to what Herefordshire Council is doing for its citizens.  There was an overspend on both the adult care and the children’s sectors. There were under spends in Communities and Corporate sectors so overall HC was within budget.  There are some very encouraging results with regard to education, for example with the very early years, they are in the top quarter in the country, which is incredibly important; statistically we have had consistent  above average results for school leavers for the last three years. A Level pass rates of 99.1%.  With regard to “unaccompanied children” from all over the globe HC is fulfilling its obligation to care for a maximum of 25 children and have fostered 6 to date.  The total of 25 is calculated according to the county population.  The matter of Newtown Inn was mentioned and following the court case where the owners were found to be guilty, it now remains to see what steps are to be taken to resolve the situation and that will involve discussion between the individuals concerned and the Council.  Councillor Jonathan Lester will keep the Parish updated on this point.  Councillor Tom Misselbrook advised that details of the Weston Beggard Neighbourhood Plan are now on the HC website for those who are interested.
 4.2
Councillor Ian Carr had investigated the matter of the stile on Grove Farm and confirmed that a new swing gate had been provided by HC but that although the landowner  was under the impression that HC would install it, it is in fact the responsibility of the landowner.  Councillor Ian Carr will discuss this with Mr Williams shortly.  
4.3
The Tree Warden reported trees encroaching on power cables in Monkhide  Lane and he agreed to bring this to the attention of the electricity provider.  The question of scrub and hedges overgrowing on the main road was raised and it was stated that this is the responsibility of HC.  It was decided that this point would be raised with the Locality Steward during her proposed visit.  
4.4
Councillor Tom Misselbrook thanked the  Lengthsman for coming to the meeting and explained his role to the members of the public.  It was decided that the Parish has enough funds available to cover another days work  and that the usual Autumn works should be carried out.  A point was raised by a member of the public that it seemed wrong that a grant of £9000 should be made available for the Neighbourhood Plan when more money was needed for Parish maintenance.  Councillor Misselbrook sympathised with this view but explained that this was a Government Grant and  could not be influenced by County or Local Government.  It was also agreed that the Lengthsman would replenish the yellow salt containers positioned at  Monkhide, one on Watery Lane at the junction with the Tarrington road, and two on the long bend on Watery Lane which are the two owned by the Parish.
4.5
Councillor Misselbrook  made his report.  He said that he had been very  busy with the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group where good progress is being made.  Other matters he was going to raise are covered under other points.
4.6
Councillor Misselbrook updated the meeting on the Neighbourhood Plan.  The 4th meeting of the Steering group  is at the Village Hall on 22nd November and Councillor Misselbrook invited  members of the public to attend.  A consultant has been appointed (funded by the Government  grant).  The group now has a good team of professionals in various fields.  A questionnaire will be distributed  to all Parishioners with the forthcoming Newsletter asking for their views on the Plan.  This can be returned by leaving it at the Village Hall or the Church in boxes to be provided, or posted to Councillor Misselbrook or left with the Parish Clerk, or scanned and emailed to the Parish Clerk, all addresses are given on the form.  There is also an incentive of a £50 draw to encourage the maximum return.   A questionnaire is also being devised for businesses within the Parish and a list of businesses is currently being compiled.  It is encouraging that six developers have already approached the Steering Group with small development plans.  The Steering Group will have a stand at the Christmas Event in the Village Hall on the 11th December for parishioners to ask questions and familiarise themselves with the Plan.  

4.6.1
It was agreed that the Parish Clerk needs to know what is going on, especially bearing in mind that the Grant will be held in the Parish Council Bank Account.  The Parish clerk will be asked to write cheques and invoice the Steering Group for reimbursement of materials but should not be involved in too much extra work, although she has agreed to help with the printing and distribution of the questionnaire and also maintaining  Neighbourhood Plan updates on the Parish website.
4.7
The question of the safety of the Stoke Edith Road was again raised and after discussion it was suggested by Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester that the best course to a solution was for individuals to write to Councillor Rone at Herefordshire Country Council.
The Parish Clerk read a letter from the Church Warden requesting funds to help maintain the Churchyard.  As in the past, it was agreed to raise a cheque for £250 for this.
5.
Litter picking dates were published in the last Newsletter and the question of insurance for under  16’s was raised.  After  referring the question to the Parish Council insurers it was confirmed that under 16’s are not covered for accident or injury whilst litter picking.  Although the third party liability aspect is covered it was decided that the parents of under 16’s should be made aware of this fact via the newsletter and at the time of litter picking.
6.
It was agreed to  apply for P3 funding for 2017 /2018.

 7.
With regard to the proposed development of houses at Newtown Crossroads  Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester  advised that the Planning Committee are still awaiting final comments  from the Highways people  because of issues regarding connectivity of the site with Newtown Cross.  He will update the parish council as soon as he has any information.  It was noted that this application has been an issue for an unacceptably prolonged period of time.
8.
The question of Newtown Inn was covered in the early part of the meeting.

9.
On the subject of the Noticeboards Councillor Hazel Walter advised that the wood has been purchased for all four noticeboards and they are all to be made at the same time, although they have not yet been started.  Councillor Hazel Walter also informed the meeting that she had just applied to the F2F for funding  for  another of the boards.  They have already funded one of them.
 10.
The clerk will again contact the Parish Council bank to try to get a response regarding more frequent statements to assist in the accounting aspect of her position.

 11.
With regard to Councillor Roy Cox it was  confirmed by  Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester that if a Councillor fails to attend  for 6 consecutive months  he or she should no longer be considered to be a Councillor.  Roy Cox has not attended a meeting since May 2015. Because of Roy Cox’s long and much appreciated service to the Parish the Council had been reluctant to take this step.  However it was decided that Councillor Tom Misselbrook would write to Roy Cox to the effect that he is no longer a Councillor but that his input will always be welcomed.
12.  
The precept amount was confirmed as an increase of 1.9% as agreed at the previous meeting and the form signed ready for posting.  

13.
The Clerk confirmed that she had been in contact with the Locality Steward with regard to her visiting Yarkhill.  The Clerk will contact her again with details of items that require her input – these to include the overgrown shrubbery on the side of the main road, the change to the Monkhide sign, the flooding on the field at Newtown Cross, the loose drain cover at Newtown Cross, and the Stoke Edith Road.  It was confirmed that the diversion sign causing a potential hazard was removed almost immediately after the last meeting.
14.
It was confirmed that the Website has been updated and links to the Neighbourhood Plan site added.  There will be a piece in the Newsletter asking  parishioners for  their input and suggestions.  The intention is to make the Yarkhill website interesting and informative.

 15.
With regard to the telephone box at Monkhide, after much deliberation  it was decided to keep the box and maintain it provided the cost  of adopting the box was very low.
Close Open Session

16.
Payments were made as follows:
16.1
PAYE Income Tax


£ 54.60  

 16.2
Parish Clerk



£436.80
17.
Items for the next agenda to include Newtown Crossroads, Newtown Inn,  Banking, Website, Noticeboards,  Flood Risk Strategy,  Neighbourhood Plan, update re Locality Steward, along with the usual items.
18.
Date of the next Parish Meeting (to be confirmed please) Tuesday January 10th 2017.
